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fl-11 , in exile* Th. neighbor# t.11 hi- pTHap. th* Lucy had W» 
ruin# , and the fw 1/ to hid. their eh— hove son. to KutuAy. 

TMB th. pi—nter t! 0U UP «. expedition to und- the pie. 

of loohin after hi. real ..tat. holding on th. Ohio Biv-. Hi.- 
tor , t «*„ n iyn th .tafUr setting to th. n.vi k -abl. *&**■ .f th 
th. Ohio he find. th. India... or. up and th-t it uuoU not b. 

,af. to d.eo.nt th. riv.r in . boat. HU -P-d. -••>* ramd 

th. h.ad«at*r. of th. ■onons-h.l. Riv.r and r.turn.. On. nitfit 
ht sit# under a tree all night in the min. 

The Jc eeph Ranke family in ltu adoration traveled 
fr m the coast to near t o kliaeiecippi River. They went from* 


the banka of the Rappehaniook to the heAdwetero of the fotomnc 
and from there to Hough Cree’c or Rough River t» it ia now colled 

a brunch of the :rean River in Kentucky. The planter had 1 nde 

in each of the roglone. It it significant that the on^y Lnd 
that he owned in Kentucky w.-.n in the pennyroyal on hough Creak 
where he h d eeven thousand r.cree. 

Bread la stranger than p «ture. Ko proof has been 
Adduced that would be nooepted after plea in bar. But still 
it eeeaa to me that we know the man. we sense it me it were • 
herhAjn 1 hud better not be xaois» definite concern ng a aunwho 

*aa firat 1 n war t first In pence and first in the heart* vA 
hie countrymen t. 

Qod aovuo in a eye tori, us way juI the people of the 
United at«t#s ehjuld uovsr osass to bo grateful for Onergo 
1 shlii.t n, »..n« y Ranke| and \bmha Lincoln, and tho tine will 

con* whan Rant/ Hanks will rank in fans with Mirlna and Jo* 

Of kre. 


-y- 


fln . ^ LUO,, unmarried, .a. found to b. Th* 

put th. hou«.hold on the »ova. «nk. poor. Ha “»«« d 10 

«!„ bout a hundr.d dollar from mon.y landar by giving* 
lian on hi. land. M doas not atata that thla w .e goB. Any- 
e .ia* but that, ted considering th. .tate of th. national 
f -j m ta currency it must have been a pitiful sum. Hardly 
on-iyh to flaj a bread wagon in thi. day and tlaa. But onit 
th. f«*ily turned their face, to the setting sun u«l th.lr place 


Il-uv then no more* 

It was only by real work that Barton was able to 
locate them from year to year from the Atlantic coaet to the 
mtin part of Kentucky. *nd there ifl an hiatua in his recit'd 

ft-c* l?«4 to 1787. It would be well for search to be uk.de in 

* 7 .*■ 

the r ecor.o of tfonongaliand Ohio counties, Vest Virginia, 

«ai t t original counties of the Virginia part of Penns.*lvonia, 

for It la a:rc than likely that the Hanks raised com for a 
season or two on the waters of the xswigs Monongahela* The year 

1784 *■§ a specifically dangerous year for immigrants to fla>t 
drwr. t* • Oh io, and I hardly think it possible that they got 

through t he Xr.dlan lines that year* 

Hanks died irAon tacky nine years after Is nr lug Mike 
rich km substantial faneer. Is me tions every ehiM 
te h_s it. the will end Leaves eaeh something, e. sept ni» men lisa 
is m de tf bis daog- ter, Lucy. Conjecture ii th t Lucy has 
«*• provided rer in worldly goods. Conjecture Is th* 
tes-ke k«e prospered oaeeedingly In the leanyears between 17 o4 
iTw • w le Us MpunstieaT the Virgini* pimw . 

• ■e* -spy Im Luey k*s • few mere troubled pdit 


-b- 


u >as 810 »crea and just filled th. little hoUdw. It had U~ 
to insure Its fertility. There were -user tree.. a<*d 
sprlng ., shelter iron the storms. Protection fro- the Indian.. 

It hed even a good aeer lick. Terry agreed with H«k. that th. 

latter ehoulu h.ve the northern end. The t met era. .methir* 

O ver a mile broad and ley parallel with th. mountain r angee. hank. 
„uut his hone here. Barton says that Han ns -J hwe coma in 
the latter part of the year 1782. That is not at nil probd.1.. 
Whoever heard of a settler like Hants who had no money comi.ts 
to the noun nine in the fall of the year. It vouldb e aa un¬ 
natural ae for geese to fly north at that time. It was *xak> 
be lutoly ncce orryto rale, enough corn to see th# lastly 
through the winer, find when it la proven that Hiuikn wintered 
there with nine children, we know full well that he rr.ieed 
pattfh of corn by hand the cui.ui.er of 1782- 

tie musthave been there two years. Prom the spring 
of 178b to the spring of 1784. tie had improved the land by 
clearing and building a houne of one room which had no floor, 


no window and not much a chimney* 

Hank.a wee a good citizen and a typical pioneer no 
doubt. There was a strong religious str ak in the tireed* Z 
li*e to quote that voroe about the pioneer families and how 
th*/ trained their youths i "He raised them rought, but he 
raioeu them well, wnea thulr feet took hold of the paths at 

he filled Veu full of the wrath of Qod and tanned their 
hide* «1U «v eld raerod." ' 

Te this household same trouble end dieneter. Their 
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t by 1790 eh. has agreed «rry henry Sparrow an! aha writ a 

UU :: JT the clerk .tying - - - - - «* ~ ~ " 

Lau. a Liaona for h « »d Haary Sparrow. 1MT ** on. -or 

- - • - - — *• 1790 * 7; t7 

, ury of he a returned an indictment *aln.t her for **** In¬ 
scribe. and Pharisees! Henry Sparrow comes l..to court -nd 
o*e cute a a -arrlag. tend that he will -try Lucy and the ferule at 
i8 throws out of court. Lincoln's aether dl.d when he a ... 
eaall boy but hi. grandee r, Lucy lived until hlnooln wa. 

. .. grown| and Lincoln wa. a s.riou., de.p, and «l~»*« — 
,088 anyone believe that h. did not know too hi. grandf^h,, .«* 
The clue we have la that Lucy Hanks *ae betr. l y.d in 
the year 1783, InHamp.hire .ounty. natur lly *!••• 

fro. the known facta wh.ther there wa. any Virginia plant- 
tunning looee in that county during the aumwe of 17837 It-p- 
pear. th t there waa. That he was rich, and powerful, of an 
ana-inn _er.or.al perfection, in the dang.rou. fifties, devoted to 
hunting and to wood, life, and who had been borned andraia.d 
With .Joseph Hanka. Uanha being about eeven year. old«- th® th 
the planter. History place, this planter in that Eastern 
Panhandle t e summer of 1783. In fact he had a .iiamer hone th.r 
t:«ti^rtlauiar year he was the employer of and Uie financial 
baner of a nan who wae trying to bu. -4 a boat thatwould float 
uyttTMl iIUkUo sails or oats. 

That 1* th. ratal opportunity. **• •'““ r of tht 

y%si- w can fcUgln. that .oca plantoP oo«lug baok tohU au».^ 


yaor .an i*wgin. that iom plant.P oo«l 
haaa on4 finding a daa«rtad oabin in th. w 


ood. and th. H® hi 
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joa«ph Hanks was a native of Richmond county a coil ty 
in the Kotfthern Keck w -ere it narrows down to the few miles that 
separate the tidal rivers, the POtomac and the Rappahannock. T e 
er.'ce here is taken up largely by Richmond County and Weetmcreland 
Cjunty, and tl.xs spot has been the birthplace of many prominen men 
naong them being Washington, Monroe, the Leee and other prominent 
personages. 

Hanks signed by mark. He married Ann Lee. He was in 
the Fairfax grant and decided to go to the extreme western pert of 
the Fairfax lands. This was about 1782, ae fixed by Barton, from 
certain records that he examined in Riciunond county. The way 
t that time ley by Alexandria by Leesburg, through Snickers Gap of 
the Blue Ridge, nd by '..inchester and Romney to Patterson Creek. 

Fairfax had set aside as manor lande yOGG acres of 
t e bottoms along Patterson Creek but there was good land to bs 
taken up outside the reservation. 

When he moved he had nine children, five boyp aid 
fou» girl* Mid all mu.t have been with hia nB they were U*ri 
In th. tiuu. of 1782 ao living in Hampshire County. 

Reaching hack toward, th. f.lloghony Front we. kU.e 
*wi .tr.a„ b.ut ten Biles long. In th is neighborhood. Hake 
** 9,0r ‘* T,pr > * h ° ‘nd MtU.4 there. H. looked at a cholc. 

•F.X in . hollo, in th. hlix. on th. head drain, of Mike, kun 
f.Ur Haruum had bought ef Fairfax in 1781. lux town ted 
*“ — 1 County, Maryland, beyong th. dang, of 

^. r " 1 ** h “ < ‘ U * #r ** ■•"•F • tltlo bond for th. troot. 



M „awykh* 
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wn 


, r « e. Leo• the name of Lee is one 

Lincoln «a. a oouneln of H. L. Le , 

, Som e of the peat of un 

. jj, Virginia and China* 

^ ^Stocrau -V *>** *“ " ~ “ CO “- 

sir———**• -* - *• h - r r w 

„ .0. b... th* u*. -U grandly on nevertheless nnd 
^ great and Important n— on th. U.t. They ought to aS~ 
or v . spalling however for away bach there a dietingui.hed 
Virginia Juri.t, ap.H.d hi. n»* Ulgh. It lock. U» there ay 
h# „ been an enceetor phonetically inclined, like th. branch 
that were apt to spell their name Linkhorn. 

Dr. Barton of Foxboro, Massachusetts, has become 

the aoet famous of the biographers of Lincoln, though Emil 

Lud./ig Lr maki-.g « Pass at the subject at this time and he 
seems to be a man of parte, capable of felicity in expression md 

discernment, oat Virginia at this great intellectual feast takes 
the pLciCe of the poor man at a frolic. We i nx fc kn furnished a 
tottering democracy with the immortal Haney and you cannot laugi 
that off. I have had many kind letters from Dr. Barton lately 
and he has tocepted ny help in the spirit in wh oh it wasoffered. 
After the home of the Hanks had been found to be in klneral County 
X was able to locate the missing title papers. In that X 
funatloned as an attorney-at-law, rather than a historian. Xt 
la a matter of e one lder able satisfaction to mo that the title 
«td survey have pMsed the erltloal inspection of David C« Martin. 

X m«tl«o4 1 r. hart a'e la to book that ho hat the piotoro of 
the raiae of ah' use wl h a sellar as one of the possible mites 
wf v • ***** h>*to*iaa4. This is to -«& nntlquarlan is am 
umirvkiM, *a t • ploaeere am the headwaters Aid net have 





, . ^ the beet .Vi— o' «- ° r 

father U to b. ...thered fro. Lincoln*, talk with 
Herndon, .he *. recorded it i n h, 
hle law Bb ^ ^ car ^ ccneidered. Hendon 

history, aud 1 b 3Cco 


"""' a*, iw» .... ~ -- 1 *'«* “ “ 

««, - »• —* alM '' .. 


one norse uu oc.<» — , ,, 

„. speke, for the firet tin. in *r ^ ^ 

ing on her charect.ri.tic. end O .ntionin,or .nun.rati.. vh«t 

qaeliti.e h. inherited from her. H. .aia among oth* thin*., 
that eh. war* tna ill.giti»ate daughter of Lucy Hank, and a «.U 
nred Virginia farmer or planter, and he argued that from thU 
iaet source came hi. power of annly.ie, hi. m.ntnl .ctlvity.hi. 
ambition, and all the qualities that distii^.hed him f»m 
the other members and descendant, of tli. Hanks family. Tim 
revelation, painful as it was, called up the redaction tf 
hie mother, and as th. buggy Jolted over the road, h. added 
ruefully, "God, bless my Mother \ alx that I mu or ever hope to 
be I owe to her." 


In the Virginias the world planter is never used to 
describe a famer in the Valley or in tne Mour.tnints. It is ocxi- 
fined to the tobacco end cotton regions, uxid that is what vis 
at ant in this cubs. It is apparent that Uinooln knew who the 
grandfather was «uid that there was a powe ful reason for not die- 
closing the i.aiae. It wiuldhuve been fatal to his political. 

Ufa. It w -uld have invoked a storm of ridicule. Lincoln up 
to the hoar of his death was subjected to abuse sad — ad- 
veree oritloisa. Kind words were few and far between* 
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prolific ft-iU.. th.t .v.r .hoo.d W or » o 

r.aO.J *• «*—* ‘»“ lti0n UP<m ““ m,rlt ’ t,MrC 

. v .r ... . rf • - «•“ *“•* hi * Mrth ' 8 lnVldi0U * bar ’ 14 


*v.r slues I can ramsmber the ssaroh.rs after truth .ho 
j.UghMd in unsavory subsets ..re dlvid.d in t.o schools, on. 
.hich advance! the .cry th.ory that Lincoln .a. th. son of John 

C. Calhoun, and th. other that Lincoln ... the half trot! «r of 
Jefferson Davie. Something like forty years ago X m. able to com- 
bat both theories for I had found out that if there ever was a 
pure and virtuous woman on the face of the earth it was Nancy Henke 
Lincoln, the tother of Abraham Lincoln. Therefore there couldnot 
be a.ytrut in those rumors. Sever was there a mere undeswved 
case of the fell work of the livid wing of 8candad. 

But when it comes to the question of Lucy hanks, the 
grandno th e i a t who atoned for what some might considv a mistake 
of her girlhood by a long life of good works as a nobis 
Christian woman the wife of a good man, und the mother of nine 
ehil-ren, we have to accept the 1'aot that Nancy Hanks was a 
bass w rn child and we have to look to the eircumstanoes 
SmrroandL.g that fact. 

There can be little doubt that the Hanks family krewwhe 
•a* ths rather .f honey Hanks and there cam be no doubt that 
t.s/ regarded it ns a ssoret so profound that it could not bi 
divulged. I bslisve th at Abraham Lincoln knew who his grand* 

Isu sr wse and t nt til e lipe were tightly sealed. All th* he 
•aid it, t il h.*s bee<. prsaarvsd MU that his gswuidfn* •* 

e.s 4 /lrgWa Uater and that ne beUevtd that w ha tew talml 
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th t h. h.d »« Inherited »<• hi. unborn*! grandfather. Thi. 1. 

of t . a tr on gent .vid.no.. to «. that th. *«ntl*mnn that I am 
.bout to nan. -a, th. godfather * Abrahaa bln.oln. 

One of Lincoln's great aunts, a sister of Lucy, had 
child before carriage by a man by the name of Charles Friend. 

It did not suit to marry for some reason or ot er but the re w is 
n, great concealment for they named the baby Dennis Friend 
H&niuS and he vac adopted along wit little Nancy by Elizabeth 
Sparrow, aunt to both of them, and brought up in the nurture 
tad admonition of the L<ru. This was the Dennis llanka, a sort 
of firesids philosopher who was an earlier counselor cf his coins 
be. This Dennis hanks took the view that he should perjure 
himself like a gentleman and prove that Nancy Hanks was named 
Vaney Sparrow and born in lawful wedlock alter Lucy married 
t i -ther Sparrow* This ha failed to .locompliefe* I suppcB e that 
these matters had best not be discussed as a general thing,but 
•has the fate of nations depend upon the mxxgx vagaries of hqsan 
-elAgs there Is not lag much we can do but reaffirm ourfalttufe 
•ad dependence in Providence, and admit that ws are helpless 
*ad dependent mortals* 

A woman said the other day that what was the right at 
v lag la V.e world e uld be Vie * range at thing in the wrld 

different elratau tenets* • 


iven lnohea tall mid 


V itii* U ' y Llno#iil after the Llaoolne* They 
••re clean te/wagalniy .ore*, one «*r my enrlieet reoo 1 le cti oiw 

*“ ** ' f u * ,Uw ti*at wee si* feet, eei 
thie eme raw Weaed. 
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«. tb. County nut* »*•> »*»« « O' 111 P aClfl,,ta ln thiB dajr - 
It ... th. br..4 of .inkers, g.rmonitea and Duakarda. olaaa, 

X.v.1 haadad paopl. -ho had a claa^uadar.tandia* of th. horror, of 

„ „ h , ro th. wlunar i. alao <*/*«*«• And a. for th. «Lal«hty 
th.y war. axp.rta ln that gam., and mon.y w«. highly im- 
r ortant to than. That waa tha country that auffarad more than 
ay other county In tha United 3tataa par capita, and while Lincoln 
waa president and aoooander inchlef of th. army. Uy earlieat ia- 
prcaaiona than were from man who had Buffered from tha burning and 
mid raiding of the Valley of Virginia and "Old Abe" waa about the 
b«afc nv*i that they called him# If It had not been for my father* 
who van a historian and a Confederate solder and who appreciated the 
greatness of Lincoln long'before som% of the men of disappointing 
mbitions in the Perth I might have grown up in the belief that the 
war president had sloven hoofs* 

Latsr on whsn ws had moved from Rockingham county to 
th# -own tains of Vest Virginia, and I had the opportunity of 
earing men discuss for endleee hours in conversation the history 
cf t s Civil oar, I began to eee how the existence of the Union de- 
peaded u,.oa the unfaltering purpose of one man, Just as the success 
el the Revolution eas due to the steadfast nature and good Jud^nw. t 
ef Jeorg* Washington. I have come to v- gard Abraham Lincoln as one of 
Vs non Wat the Lord provides from time to time to preserve mankind 
•ran das trust lor. their own mad passions and prejudices. 

Perhaps the asst engrossing problem ever presented to the 
m/thaUiUt «ea f ew Lincoln the wise man and the man without the fens 
Waeflt or evsa e meet primitive sehol, could havs bean evolved from 
-i . im wa ths KuUs«s.,m the sole representative of tve 


- 
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COI'CSBNIIW WBUHJJI i.IHCU.M’S *CSSTBY. i 

HTTvn kTICLE BY TUB L IB H KChlBLE WDHB., MUCK, llllll IMf 

' 'Sfa I1« iocahohtas tmsu. 

" u -m— to Ci.eu.. -it. ^ tb. !*-«« - 

U^.., a.t.r«l sra^thT. unoar ortinaxy <*»-«*'•' thi. -•»« 
b . eoaaUarad a daUo.t. uueaUcn, but so much torn baa M» don. by 
t . number of book, tb.t have been publish^ on th. a object and «h. 

thathae covar.d th. nation that I * cure that I Cannot add to 
th. sorrov of up good women. It is my .inc.re dd.ire to pine, them fc 
a batter light before n hundred million people, everycne of whom is 
dieply indebted to them for the saver of the nation, Abrahrjn Lincoln. 

The women I refer to ..re Lucy Hanks and her daughter Nancy Hanks. 

Bach {Massing year dds new luster to the name of Abr.thxja 
Lincoln. Devoted ue I have been to the ne,-lasted history of West 
Virginia, so long at the mercy of the mercenaries amoxig historians, 

I 1 .i nut considered Lincoln ae a study demanding ay attention any 
fur’..-.er than Me actions as a statesman were responsible for the 
form/iilon of the State of rest Virginia, and the mov-jmento of the 
Civil iar within this State. 

Every drop of blood in me is Confederate. 1 was born 
• lame t e war but I can remember the days when Lincoln was not rev«l«A 


emlw«reaUy either in the Korth or in the South* When it ie 
ti*t ia iettyeburg epeecU t now considered the au. i reme voicing of 
W - i# ~wl«iceled and derided by Korthern edituro, e«e Idea 
•». -»* tt*i r what Line-in had to endure in hie lifetime before 
th uf ie countrymen* set him on V.m hi*.beet 

r/ e* r f'uei< in Ve U'uuled story of the world. 


the eaev . 

H ee U 


the Uno' 


^ bei©..awd to h okii . h. 









